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FEDERAL 
ACTIONS 

Department of Agriculture 

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 

QUALITY STAKDARDS FOR FISH­
FILLET BLOCKS ESTABLISHED: 

VOluntary United States standards of 
quality and condition for frozen fish­
fillet blocks became effective April 1, 
1958, the e. S. Department of the Interior 
announced on February 10, 1958. 

The standards were developed by the 
U. S. Bureau of Commercial Fisheries 
in collaboration with industry technolo­
gists, the National Fisheries Institute 
under contract with the Bureau, and the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

Fish blocks are the base product for 
such items as fish sticks and fish por­
tions. The block must consist of whole, 
wholesome, skinless fillets, or portions 
of fillets o~ one species of fish, neither 
ground nor crushed. The blocks must 
be ~rozen. bu+ not glazed, and must be 
rr.aintained at temperatures necessary 
"or the preservation of the product. 
Glazing. a tE l hrnque which encases the 
block m a <:'0\ prmg of ice, is prohibited 
)eca lSf of dl 'I ulties encountered in 
0r( ~essmg. Good flavor and odor is an 
ssential requirement for the top prod­

Jet a.'1d lar gely determines the grade 
rf'( (Ivpd regardless of workmanship. 

T'H l. S. Department of Agriculture 
will 0 f ~ on ... fee basis, inspection and 
cer ifi 10.1 service based on the stand­
ards. ~ Ul h mspections will aid m qual­
Ity control and in facilitating the mar­
keting of he products. The standards 
do '1ot d fine labtling, since labelmg 
r gu~ah ms con e und r the responsibility 
of tl1£' Bod and Drug Administration, 
t . S. D partmE'1t of Health, Education, 

nd \ arc>. 

Formal notice stating that the fish 
block standards would be put in force 
on April 1, 1958, was published in the 
Federal Register on February 6, 1958. 
The preliminary notice was carried in 
the Federal Register on December 21, 
1957. Copies of the standards are avail­
able from the U. S. Department of the 
Interior, Washingt on 25, D. C. 

Standards for frozen, raw, breaded 
shrimp and for frozen precooked fish 
sticks have already been issued. Other 
standards for fish portions; frozen, raw, 
breaded fi sh sticks; and for halibut steaks 
are under development . The purpose 
of the standards is to assure the con­
sumer the opportunity to purchase the 
best possible product. 

The standards as published in the 
Federal Register follows: 

TITLE 7~AGRICULTURE 
Chapter I-Agricultural Marketing 

Service (Standards, Inspections, 
Marketing Practices', Department 
of Agriculture 

PART 52-PROCESSED FRUITS AND VEGE­
TABLES, PROCESSED PRODUCTS THEREOF, 
AND CERTAIN OTHER PROCESSED FOOD 
PRODUCTS 

SUBPART-UNITED STATES STANDARDS FOR 
GRADES OF FROZEN FISH BLOCKS' 

On December 21, 1957, a notice of 
proposed rule making was published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER (22 F . R. 10461l 
regarding a proposed issuance of the 
United States Standards ftlr Grades of 
Frozen Fish mocks. 

After consideration of all relevant 
matters presented, including the pro­
posal set forth iIi the aforesaid notice, 
the following United States Standards 
for Grades of Frozen Fish Blocks are 
hereby promulgated pursuant to the 
authority contained in the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (60 Stat. 1087 et 
seq., as amended; 7 U . S . C. 1621 et seq.>. 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION AND GRADES 
Sec. 
52.3681 Product descrIption. 
52.3682 Grades of frozen fish olocks. 

'Compliance with the provisions of these 
standards shall not excuse fallure to comply 
With the provisions of the Federal Food, 
Drug. and Cosmetic Act. 
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WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS 

52.3683 Recommended weights and dimen­
sions. 

52.3684 
52.3685 

52.3686 

52.3687 
52.3688 
52.3689 
52.3690 

FACTORS OF QUALITY 

Ascertaining the grade. 
Evaluation of the unscored factor 

of flavor and odor. 
Ascertaining the rating for the fac- I 

tors which are scored. 
Appearance. 
Uniformity of size and shape. 
Defects. 
Char;wter. 

DEFINITIONS 

52.3691. Definitions. 

LOT CEETIFICATION TOLERANCES 

52.3692 Tolerances for certification of offi­
cially drawn samples. 

SCORE SHEET 

52 .3693 Score sheet for frozen fish blocks. 
AUTHORITY: § § 52.3681 to 52.3693 issued 

under sec. 205, 60 Stat. 1090, as amended; 7 
, U. S. C. 1624. • 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTIO!" AND GRADES 

§ 52.3681 Product description. Frozen 
: fish blocks are rectangular-shaped 

masses of cohering frozen fish flesh of a 

TABLE I-SCORE DEDUCTIONS FOR COLOR SeOFACTO"R 

Condition of the surface of Lhe block D('IJlwtion 
]'ulnlS 

::~it~~~t,': Eg:tti~~ g{ ~;l~ ffg:~l ;:========~=~~~~~=======:= ~~ ~1:~~~~~~~f{~~===::=:==::===~=:=====:~==:=== } 
::r:f~~':~ t:{\~€ ~ ~\( ~~~t:::::::::::::::::::::::: mL:~mlil~~tf~L:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: }} 
HDark" portion of fish flesh __________________________ ModC'l'utr yellowing; no rusting' _____________ . 
/fLight" portion of fish Oesb __________________________ !-.1odC'rat<' Yt'l1nw~ng; slij!ht rusting. ___________ } 
"Dark" portion of fish Orsh __________________________ ExC(>ssive yello" lIlg; slight rusting. __________ _ 
"Light" portion of fish flesh __________________________ Excc5..'iive yellowing; modt'rate rusting ________ } 
uDark" portion of fish fksh __________________________ ExC(>ssive y<,llowing; modl'rau' rusting ________ _ 
"Light" portion of fi sh flesh __________________________ Excf'ssi\-c Yl'Uowing and rusting_. _____________ } 
"Dark1! portion of fish ftcsh __________________________ Excessive yellowing and rusting ______________ _ 

16 

J Hii~ht" portion re(e-rs to fish fillet flesh comprising the mflin portion of the fillet. 
:2 HDark" portion refr rs to the dark-COlorcd portion of the fillet appral'ing under the skin, the main part of whith 

occurs alon~ the Iutrralline. / 
3 Fish blorks which re.ccivt' 25 deduction points (or this subfactor shan not be graded above Substanuaru regaru­

less of the total soore for the product. This is a limiting rule. 

NOTE: Color of the block should be normal to that of the speciC's of fish usrd. Deviations from thC' normal rnlnr 
TC'sult from o'dd~\tion or other cllane:<'s that have taken place in the fish prior to freezing and a.fter fr('tlzing and sj,clrn'!('. 
Ordinarily. the type of discoloration observed is due to oxidation and results in yellowing aud "rusting" of the 
fish surfaces. 

TABLE II-SooRE DEDUCTIONS FOR "DEHYDRATION" StJBFACTOR 

Condition o( surface of block ______________________________________ ~--------------------------------I D~~~~~~n 
Surface area affected Degree of dehydration 

Percent !Tn to 50 ____________________ ---- ________________ - ----
Greater than 50 an(l up to 100_.L _____________________ _ 

Sl igh t. __________________________________ • ____ _ 
Slight ________________________________________ _ 

Greater than 0 and up to 25 __________________________ _ 
Orl'atf'f than 25 and up to 5<). ________________________ _ 
Greater thuu U and up to 25 __________________________ _ 
Grr:ltcl" than 50 ______________________________________ _ 
Greater them 25 and up to tIO _________________________ _ 
Greater than 0 and up to 25 ___________________ . ______ _ 
Greater thtln fiO _____________________________________ _ 
Oreater th:ln 2('0 and up to so ____ _______ __ ____________ _ 
Greater than so _________________ ______ _______________ _ 

l\1oderu te ____________________________________ _ 

~~~~~~~~~==========:===========:======::====: } Monera t c _______________ ._ ~ _ _ _ _________ __ ____ } 

i~~~~~==========::::=:==:=================: } 
16 

125 

• single species conSisting of adequately 
drained whole, wholesome, skinless fillets 
or pieces of whole, wholesome, skinless 
fillets cut into small portions but not 
ground or comminuted. They are fro­
zen, but not glazed, and maintained at 
temperatures necessary for the preserva-

tjon of the product. I Fisll blocks which receive 25 dedm·tion points for tllis subfoctor sholl Dot ue groded obovc Substalld~rd regolcllcss 

~~~l'~~~v-e_-:===::=========:=:=::=~::==:_=:::::~ I· 

§ 52.3682 Grades of frozen fish blocks. . of lhe total score for the pro(\uct. 'l'his is a limiting rule. 
(a) "U S G ade An' th rt f f \ 1\oTr: Dchv{lrntion is clussifierl in rour dC'grecs: 

. . l' IS e qua I y 0 ro- I (a) Sliohl. 'Shallow amI not color JI"lRking; 
zen fish blocks that possess a good flavor , (h) Morierote. Drep b11t iu" depp "nough to mask color of fisll nesh: 
and odor; and for those factors which i (I') }'fllrl-.:ed. D!'<>p and e:1~ily ~cral)ed oIT with finger nail, and masks color of flesh; and 
are rated in acordance with the scoring ' (<1) E"",;ve. Deep dell,dmllOll lIol eaSily scroped off. 

system outlined in these standards have : standards, the following factors are fish; is reasonably free from rancidity; 
a total score of 85 to 100 points. evaluated in ascertaining the grade of and is free from objectionable off-flavors 

(b) "U. S. Gradc B" is the quality of the product: and objectionable off-odors of any kind. 
frozen fish blocks that possess at least (1) Factors not rated by score points. § 52.3686 Ascertaining the score for 
a reasonably good flavor and odor; and Flavor and odor. those factors which are rated. The es-
for those factors which are rated in ac- (2~ Factors ra-ted by score points. sential variations within each factor 
cordance with the scoring system out- The relatl've I'mportance of each factor 1 . h' t d d lb d th t th 
lined in these standards have a total whl'ch I'S rated I'S expressuj numerl'cally w ~IC IS ra e are so escr e a e 
sco e f 70 to 84 . t P ~ value may be ascertained for each factor r a pam s: rovided, That on the scale of 100. The four factors 
no factor' ". t and eX!lressed numerically. Point de-receIves maximum pOln score and the maximum number of points 
deduction. ductions are allotted for each degree or 

(c) "Substandard" is the quality of that may be given each are as follows : F!.mount of variation within each factor. 
,.frozen fish blocks that fail to meet the Factors: Points The value for each factor is the maxi-
reqUirements of U. S. Grade B. Appearance -------------------- ?R mum points allotted for the factor less 

WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS 

§ 52.31183 Recommended weights and 
• dimensions. (a) The recommendations 
• as to weights and dimensions of frozen 
!.Jlsh blocks are not incorporated in the 
1 grac1ps of the finished product since 
: Weights and dimensions, as such, are not 
- factors of quality for the purpose of the 
I grades. The degree of uniformity of size 
; and shape among units of the finished 
; product is rated since it is a definite fac­
• tor affecting the quality of the end proa­
r uct prepared from the blocks. 

(b) It is recommended that the thick­
I ness or depth (smallest dimension) of the 
: frozen fish block be not greater than 10 
• centimeters (4.0 inches) and that the 
; averag'e weight be not less than 2 3 kilo­
~ grams (5.0 pounds) and not great~r than 
• 22.7 kilograms (50.0 pounds). 

FACTORS OF QUALITY 

G § 52.3684 Ascertaining the grade--Ca) 
I eneral. In addition to considering 
• other reqUirements outJin'ed in the 

Uniformity of size and shape____ 20 th f th d . t'on ded ctl'on Defects _________________________ 40 e sum a e eVla 1 u -
Character ______________________ 15 points within the factor. 

Total soore _________________ _ 100 

(0) Condttzon oj product jor evalua­
tion. The grade of frozen fish blocks 
is ascertained by observing the product 
.in the frozen state and after representa­
tive portions have been heated in a suit­
able manner. 

§ 52.3685 Evaluation of the unscared 
factor of flavor and oqor--(a) Good 
flavor and odor. "Good flavor and 
odor" (essential requirement for a Grade 
A product) means that the product has 
the good flavor and odor characteristic 
of the species of fish ; and that the prod­
uct is free from staleness, and from off­
flavors and off-odors of any kind. 

(b) Reasonably good flavor and odor. 
"Reasr>nably good flavor and onor" 
(minimum requirement of a Grade B 
product) means that the fish flesh may 
be somewhat lacking in the good flavor 
and odor character~stic of the species of 

§ 52.3687 Appearance--(a) General. 
The factor of appearance refers to the 
color of t)'le fish flesh. and to the degree 
of surface dehydration of the product. 

(b) For the purpose of rating the fac­
tor of appearance the schedule of devia­
tion deduction-points in Tables I and II 
apply. 

§ 52.3688 Uniformity of size and 
shape--Ca l Genera-I. The factor of uni­
formity of size and shape refers to the 
degree of conformity to declared dimen­
sions and to rectangular shape, 

(1) "Angles" ot a block. There are 12 
angles considered to form a block. Right 
angles are formed by the intersection of 
the four sides with the top and bottom 
Cthe two largest surfaces) ; and four an­
gles are fo.rmed by the intersection of the 
four sides with one another. In a per­
fect block the surfaces form into a right 
angle (90 degrees). 
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DEFINITIONS 

§ 52.3691 Definitions-(a) "Heating 
in a suitable manner." Heating in a suit­
able manner means heating the product 
as follows: 

(1) Cut three or more portions about 
four by three by one-half inches from a 
frozen block. Wrap individually or in 
single layer in aluminum foil. Place 
packaged portions on a wire rack sus­
pended over boiling water in a covered 
container. steam the packaged portions 
until the product is thoroughly heated, or 

(2) Cut and pac~age the portions as 
described in subparagraph (1) of this 
paragraph. Place the packaged portions 
on a flat cookie sheet or shallow flat­
bottom pan of sufficient size so that the 
packages can be spread evenly on the 
sheet or pan. Place pan and frozen con­
tents in a properly ventilated oven heated 
to 400 degrees Fahrenheit and remove 
when the product is thoroughly heated. 

LOT CERTIFICATION TOLERANCES 

§ 52.3692 Tolerances for certification 
of officially drawn samples. The sample 
rate and grades of specific lots shall be 
certified on the basis of the "Regula­
tions Governing Inspection and Certifi­
cation of Processed Fruits and Vegetables 
and Related Products" SRA-AMS 155, 
revised May 1957, effective July 1.--1957. 

SCORE SHEET 

§ 52.3693 Score sheet for frozen fish 
blocks. 

LabeL ________________________________________________ _ 

~:~~;~;[~d~~~~~~I~~_~!~~~~~~~~=::==::::::~::~-:~~~:::: 
Number of blocks per waster carton .. ________________ .... 

~~Cf~~~~decia-red~::_-::_-:::::_-::_-:..==========::::== 
Actual net weight. _________ (kg) ___________________ (lb.) 

Factor 
Standards Sample 

score Score 
points 

Appearance _______________ .___ 25 __________ __ 

~~:!~~~~:--:::=:::::::=::==:= : ~ =::::::::::: 
Character._____________ ______ _ 15 __ . ________ _ 

Total ___________________ 1---j-OO-1 

Dated February 3, 1958, to become 
effec_tive on April I , 1958. 

[SEAL] Roy W. LENNARTSON, 

Deputy Administrator, 
;:;;;:;:c::_~;:-;:;--;::-;::-;:--::-;:;:;-;;-;-;,M~a~T~keting Services. 
NOTE: ALSO SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVI~~, 

FEBRUARY 1958, P:-SZ; OCTOBER 1957, P. 7. 

~ 
Federal Trade Commission 

CANNED SEAFOOD 
COMP ANY CHARGED WITH 
ILLEGAL BROKERAGE PAYMENTS: 

The Federal Trade Commission on 
February 10, 1958, charged a Seattle, 
Was?, firm handling canned seafood, 
and its president, with making illegal 
brokerage payments to some customers. 

A Commission complaint (No. 7035, 
Canned Seafood) charges that the parties 
give favored customers reduced prices 
which reflect brokerage, or rebates in 
lieu of brokerage, in violation of Sec. 2(c) 
of the Robinson-Patman Amendment to 
the Clayton Act. The President of the 
firm, the complaint says, owns all or 
substantially all of the company's capital 
stock. He also owns a substantial interest 
in, and is president of, two seafood pack­
ing companies: one owns and operates 
canneries in Kodiak, Cordova, and Juneau, 
Alaska; the other owns a clam -packing 
plant at Aberdeen, Wash. 

According to the complaint, the re­
spondents sell their own canned salmon 
and other seafood on a cost plus 5 per­
cent basis with no commission paid by 
their subsidiary packers. In addition, 
they act as primary brokers for various 
packer principals, receiving 5 percent 
of the net selling price for their serv­
ices in these transactions. 

Alleging that sales usually are made 
through field brokers who receive a 2t­
percent brokerage fee, the complaint 
notes, however, that the parties make 
many direct sales to at least one large 
buyer having branches in North and South 
Carolina and Florida. In these transac­
tions' the complaint charges, this favored 
customer illegally is granted a rebate of 
2t percent under the guise of a promo­
tional allowance. 

The complaint alleges the parties 
use these additional means in maki'1g 
unlawful allowances to certain favored 
buyers: (1 ) selling their principals' 
seafood products at net prices lower 
than those accounted for to the packer­
principals; and (2) selling their own 
products at net prices lower than those 
charged nonfavored customers. These 
latter reduced prices, the complaint 
alleges, reflect brokerage or a discount 
in lieu thereof. 

The parties were granted 30 days in 
which to file answer to the complaint. 
A hearing was scheduled April 14 in 
Seattle, Wash., before a Federal Trade 
Commission hearing examiner. 

* * * * * 
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SALMO T BROKER DENIES 
CHARGES OF ILLEGAL 
BROKERAGE PAYMENTS: 

A Seattle, Wash., primary broker of 
canned salmon on January 31 denied 
Trade Commission charges of making 
llegal brokerage payments to some 
~ustomers. Answering (No. 6979, Can­
lled Seafood) the Commission's com­
plaint of December 12, 1957, the firm 
denies it has granted certain buyers 
discounts or allowances in lieu of bro­
kerage in violation of Sec. 2(c) of the 
Robinson - Patman Amendment to the 
Clayton Act. The firm denies that on 
direct sales not involving field brokers 
(those employed to handle transactions 
ln areas other than Seattle) it gave 
large grocery chains illegal grants by 
(1) allowing rebates Which were not 
charged back to its packer principals 
but were taken from its commission, 
and (2) granted discounts which osten­
sibly were charged back to the packers, 
but were actually borne by itself through 
taking a 2.5-percent brokerage fee in­
stead of the customary 5 percent. 

Its normal commission in these di­
rect sales is 2.5 p"rcent and not 5 per­
cent as alleged, the firm asserts, and 
the 5 percent fee is charged only in 
transactions where a field broker is 
employed, with each rec eiving a 2.5-
percent split. 

The firm and its offIcers ask that 
the complaint b,' dismissed. 

Interstate Commerce Commission 

RAIL- FREIGHT RATE 
L TRFASES GRA" TTED: 

Effective February 15, 1958, the In­
tersta+e Commerce Commission (Ex 
Par+e 212) granted increases in rail­
freight rdtes and certain other charges. 
A general 2 -percent increase was pre-
81..' rib d fo r all commodities not specif­
I( ally provided for ln the petition filed 
In Ex Parte 212. Specific increases 
were approved for fishery products as 
follo\\ 8' (1) Fish and shellfish; fresh 
or frozen, r gardless of length of haul--
5 cen+s p('r 100 pounds. (2) Food prod-

ucts in cans or packages; no t f rozen, in­
c luding canned fishery products--l cent 
per 100 pounds (no increases in Southern 
District). (3) Feed animal or poultry--
3 percent (no increase in Southern Dis­
trict). (4) Fish and marine animal oil--
5 cents per 100 pounds. (5 ) Fertilizer 
ingredients 1 cent per 100 pounds (no 
increase in Southern District ). 

~ ----, 

A maximum limit was placed on the 
proposed increase on shells (oys ter, 
clam, or mussel). An increas e of 3 per­
cent, but not to exceed a maximum of 12 
cents per net ton, was authorized for 
these products. 

In addition, the Commis s ion allowed: 
(1) a 10-percent increase in diversion 
and reconsignment charge s ; (2) a 5-
percent incr€.:lse in stopping-in -transit 
and switching charges; (3 ) a 10-percent 
increase in present loading and unload­
ing charges; (4) suspended for investi­
gation the proposed new charge of $1.20 
per ton for handling waterbor ne traffic, 
and the proposed reduction in free-time 
allowance for export traffic; (5) suspend 
ed the proposed new charges on loading 
and unloading of all freight at New York 
and Philadelphia_ 

Tre asury De p artme nt 

BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 

GROUNDFISH FILLET IMPORT 
TARIFF-RATE QUOTA FOR 1958' 

The reduced-tariff-rate import quota 
on fresh and frozen groundfish (c od, had ­
dock, hake, pollock, cusk, and ocean 
perch) fillets and steaks for c alendar 
year 1958 is 35.892,221 pounds, the Bu­
reau of Customs announced in the Febru' 
ary 14 Federal Register. Divid ed intO . 
quarterly quotas this means that 8, 972 , 0 5~ 
pounds of groundfish fillets and s teaks 
during each quarter of 1958 m ay be 
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imported at the It cents -per -pound rate 
of duty, and any imports over the quar­
terly quota will b e dutiable at the r ate of 
21- cents a pound . 

The reduced -rate import quota for 
195 8 is 4.0 percent less than the 1957 
quota of 37,375,636 pounds, the first 
significant d ecline since 1951. From 
1951 to 1958 the quantity of fresh and 

. frozen groundfish fillets permitted to 
enter the United States at the reduced 
rate of duty of 1 ~ cents a pound has in­

. creased 22 .5 percent. 

ITable 2 - United States Aggregate Apparent AlUlual 
Consumption of Fresh and Frozen Groundfish 

Fillets and Steaks 
-

3-Year Period Quantity 
Million Lbs. 

1955-57 ~.2-
1954-56 249.2 
1953-55 234.6 
1952-54 236.2 
1951-53 226.3 

Average aggregate apparent annual 
consumption in the United States offresh 
and frozen groundfish fillets and s teaks 
(including the fillet blocks and slabs used 
in the manufacture of fish sticks) for the 
three years (1955 -195 7) prec eding 1958 
was 239,231 ,473 pounds, calculated in ac­
cordance with the proviso to item 717 (b) 
of Part I, Schedule XX, of the General A­
greement on Tariffs and Trade (T. D. 
51802), This was substantially less than 
the consumption of 249, 170,904 pounds for 
1954-56, but still high e r than the 
234,643,830 pounds consumed in the 
three-year period of 195 3-55. 

The notice as published m the Febru­
ary 14, 1958, Federal Register follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
Bureau of Customs 

[T. D. 54528] 

FISH 

TARIFF RATE QUOTA FOR CALENDAR YEAR 
1958 

FEBRUARY 10, 1958. 
In accordance with the proviso to item 

717 (b) of P art I , Schedule XX, of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(T. D.· 51802) , it has been ascertained 
that the average aggregate apparent 
annual consumption in the United states 

of fish, fresh or frozen (whether or not 
packed in ice), filleted, skinned, boned, 
sliced, or divided into portions, not spe­
cially provided for: CO.d. haddock, hake, 
pollock, cusk, and rosefish, in the three 
years preceding 1958, calculated in the 
manner provided for in the cited agree­
ment, was 239,281 ,473 pounds. The 
quantity of such fish that may be im­
ported for consumption during the 
calendar year 1958 at the reduced rate 
of duty established pursuant to that 
agreement is, therefore, 35,892,221 
pounds. 

[SEAL] RALPH KELLY, 
Commissioner of Customs. 

NOTE: SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, MARCH 
' 957, PP. 57 - 58 , 

NEW CUSTOMS VALUATION APPLIES 
TO MOST FISHERY IMPORTS: 

The Treasury Department on Janu­
ary 28, 1958, announced that February 
27, 1958 would be the effective date for 
entry into force of the valuation pro­
visions of the Customs Simplification 
Act of 1956. All provisions of the Act 
are now in effect. 

The announcement was accompanied 
by the publication in the January 28, 1958, 
Federal Register of the final list of the 
articles which, when imported into the 
United States on or after February 27, 
1958, will continue to be valued for Cus­
toms purposes under the presently ap­
plicable provisions of the Tariff Act of 
1930 rather than under the new valua­
tion provisions of the Simplification Act. 
Most fishery products and byproducts 
are not on the list and will be valued 
under the new valuation provisions. 
(Very few fishery items are on the list.) 

It is expected that use of the new val­
uation provisions will result in the simpli­
fication of Customs work and the speed­
ing up of final determination of the duties 
due on imported merchandise. The new 
valuation provisions will apply to most 
of the merchandise imported into the 
United States which is dutiable on the 
basis of value. 

Section 6(a) of the Simplification Act, 
an amendment added on the Senate floor, 
provided that the Act's new valuation 
provisions were not to be applicable to 
articles whose average dutiable value 
the Secretary of the Treasury found 
would decrease by 5 percent or more 
under the new valuation procedures. 
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The section provided for the publication 
of a preliminary list of such articles, 
based on Customs experience in the 
fiscal year 1954. The preliminary list 
was published August 23, 1957. 

The final list published January 28 
encompasses the items on the prelim­
inary list together with additions made 
as a result of Treasury investigations 
of the presentations of interested par­
ties during the 60-day period. 

The Act provides that 30 days follow­
ing the date of publication of the final 
list, all articles not on the final list 
will be valued under the new provisions. 
Articles on the final list will continue 
to be appraised under the old law. 

The new valuation procedures are 
set forth in section 2 of the Simplifica­
tion Act. As already stated, they will 
apply to most United States imports 
dutiable on the basis of value (ad valo­
rem and compound duty merchandise). 
Export value (the usual wholesale val­
ue in the foreign market for trade with 
the United States) will be the preferred 
basis of valuation under the new pro­
cedures, instead of the older formula 
of the higher of export value or foreign 
value (the usual wholesale value in the 
foreign market for home consumption). 

A number of changes in definition 
which will permit an export v<llue to be 
determined more readily are also con­
tained in section 2. 

In total 139 commodity numbers are 
included on the final list in full and 230 
commodity numbers have some but not 
all items included on the final list. 

The estimated fiscal 1954 dollar value 
of importations of all items included on 
the final list amounts to approximately 
$234,000,000 (dollar value of items not 
imported in fiscal year 1954 is included 
as the dollar value for the subsequent 
fiscal year closest to fiscal year 1954 
for which there were importations). 
This constitutes 16.6 percent of the to­
tal fiscal 1954 dollar volume of impor­
tations dutiable on the basis of value 
and approximately 2.3 percent of the 
total dollar volume of all fiscal 1954 
im po rta tions. 

T h e fi s hery items i ncl uded on the 
list of items that will be v alued for cus­
toms purposes under the a pplic able pro­
v is ions of the Tariff Act of 1930 are as 
foll ows : sodium alginate; ext racts, sea­
weed , m anufactured ; float s, cork, for 
fi s h nets; floats, trawl, aluminum, lead­
e r s, fishi:1g, knotless, tapered, made of 
s ynthetic monofilament; line, fishing, 
nyl on; spoons, fishing, swiv els, fishing. 

Eighty -Fi fth Co ngress 

<Sec o nd Se ssio n} 

Public bills and resolutions which 
may directly or indirectly affect the 

fisher i e s and allied 
indus t ries are report­
ed upon. Introduction, 
referral t o committees 
pertinent legislative 
action s , hearings, and 
other chamber actions 
by the House and Sen­

ate, as well as sIgnature into law or 
other final disposition a r e covered. 

ALASKA SPA\\~ED SALMO T P ROTECTION' 
H Res. 451 (Tollefson) introduced in the House on 
January 15, 1958, a resolution requesting the Sec' 
retary of the Interior and all departm ents of Gov' 
ernment to protect Alaska-spawned salmon. Re­
ported favorably, with amendment, by the Sub­
committee on Fisheries and Wildlife Conserva!lon 
to the full Committee on Merchant Marine and Fish' 
eries on February 17, 1958 

~. Res. ~ (Magnuson, Jack son , and Morse) an 
originaIlsimilar in purpose to S. Res. 247, Mag­
nuson and Jackson introduced on January23, 1958) 
resolution requesting the Secretary of State and 
other appropriate officials of the Unit ed States to 
initiate negotiations immediately wi th the Govern' 
ment of Japan for the purpose of fur the r effect,· 
ating the 1952 treaty with Japan, a nd to insure, In 
time for the 1958 season, such action as may be 
necessary to prevent the destruction of salmon 
stocks of North Amencan origin. Reported favor' 
ably by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
on February 19, 1958 (~. Rept.~. 1291) 

.§.Rept. No. 1291, Protection of Alaskan Red 
Salmon Fisheries (February 19, 19 58 , 85th Con­
gress 2nd SeSSion, to accompany S. Re s. 263), 2pP· 
printed. The report recommends:- rrrtSeeIDs be­
yond queshon that unless immediate measures af

P 

taken to preserve the Alaskan salmon r esources 
from continued deCImation by Japane s e fishing 
fleets, the red-salmon cy Ie will be disrupted to:1e 
pomt from which full recovery may not be pOSSl 



FISHERIES REVIE 

~M~~~~ ACT OF 1958: H. R. 
!ij lD tbetiouseon }:'eoru-

provide a 5-year program of 
... , ...... "" depressed segments of the 

t~;:=*='::~~~ Umted States to regain a r status. and for other purposes; 
ql:',"'1iqq,~ne~e on Merchant Marine and Fisher-

10976 (Lane) introduced on Febru­
TIlrn4 (O'Neill) introduced on 
iSelillls are similar to S. 3229 

and H. R. 10529 (Bates). 
~~~~ 1revTew:-M"iirch 1958, 

e bills. 

RVlCE: H. R. 10623 
on l"eOruary 10, 

&\IltIll~rilze the Secretary of the In-
","ilIW'llilft extension service in 

.'III1.U .. Servlce of the Department 
purpose of carrying out 

~~155~f:~: extenslon wor'. with the States. and possessions to the Committee 
arine and Fisheries. Similar to 
introduced on January 13.1958, and 

gJ~Il.) mtroduced on January 27, 1958 

'=I=!i~~~!: Revlew. March 1958, 
•• lllilDI"matl,nn on these bills). 

It IS requested that a stud 
available funds of the need 
construchng a new aquar urn bulld 
ton, D. C. 

CO STRUCTIO . The budg 
$1,458,000 has been owed f 
fish hatchery, game man erne 
refuge faclhhes a dec rea e f 
1958 appropriation However d 
held 10 budget reserv d r 
whIch Will be aVailable 
will be a decreas 0 0 

the construe Ion program 

8 
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approprlatlOns. 

CO. STRl T I 

tion due to the <ransf 
amount from the Off! 
Fish and \\ 110 I~e as 

CO llVIEI{ IAL J' ISJ[T~Hn~S HLVlI ... W 

LOA Fl 0 FOR FI HE RIF 
nuson and Paynp/If"troduced In tf} ~ 
ruary 17, 1958, a bIll to arr pnd th I 
lIfe Act of 1956 I order 0 Increase hp at. hor za 
tIon for the flshenPE; oan fund es ab Ished 
such a, t to thp (0 nrr IPee on Inter dt ..utd or­
eign Corr '!H,rc.e. Ttu>; bId would dm nd 5 b ectlOn 
(c) of sectIon 4 of He FIsh and \\ Ildhfe t of 
1956 (70 Stat. 1 _1) ry ...tnklng out 10,000,000 
anO Insertmg In leu thereof 2C,000,000 Rpla ed 
bIlls werp mtroOuc ed In th Housp and pate dur-
mg the hrst Sess on of thE 85th Copgress c:; 272C 
(\1agnuson ar.o PaYIw) passed thE 'ien:-.t on Augu~O, 
1957. 

V()l. 20, 0.4 




